
IB Course Descriptions 

IB Biology (SL) – 1 year  

The core principle of SL Biology is to develop a broad understanding of the concepts 

while enhancing the students' critical thinking skills. There are four basic biological 

themes that run throughout the course: structure and function, universality versus 

diversity, equilibrium within systems, and evolution. A variety of topics are covered: 

statistical analysis, cells, the chemistry of life, genetics, ecology and evolution, and 

human health and physiology. Along with the theoretical aspects of the topics, 

students also complete a practical component to further develop their application of 

the concepts. This component includes an interdisciplinary project with the other IB 

sciences.  The International Baccalaureate aspect of the course culminates in May 

when the students take a two–day SL Biology external examination. 

 IB Design Technology (SL) – 1 year  

The course focuses on analysis, design development, synthesis and evaluation. The 

creative tension between theory and practice is what characterizes design technology 

within the DP sciences subject group. Inquiry and problem solving are at the heart of 

the subject. DP design technology requires the use of the DP design cycle as a tool, 

which provides the methodology used to structure the inquiry and analysis of 

problems, the development of feasible solutions, and the testing and evaluation of the 

solution. In design technology, a solution can be defined as a model, prototype, 

product or system that students have developed independently. DP design technology 

achieves a high level of design literacy by enabling students to develop critical–

thinking and design skills, which they can apply in a practical context. While 

designing may take various forms, it will involve the selective application of knowledge 

within an ethical framework.  The International Baccalaureate aspect of the course 

culminates in May when the students take a two–day SL Design Technology external 

examination. 

IB Language A: Language and Literature (HL) – 2 years  

The language and literature course introduces the critical study and interpretation of 

written and spoken texts from a wide range of literary and non–literary genres. The 

formal analysis of texts is supplemented by awareness that meaning is not fixed but 

can change in respect to contexts of production and consumption. The course is 

organized into four parts, each focused on the study of either literary or non–literary 

texts. Together, the four parts of the course allow the student to explore the language 

in question through its cultural development and use, its media forms and functions, 

and its literature. Students develop skills of literary and textual analysis, and also the 

ability to present their ideas effectively. A key aim is the development of critical 

literacy. The International Baccalaureate aspect of the course culminates in May 

(senior year) when the students take a two–day HL Language and Literature external 

examination. 

  



IB Psychology (SL) – 1 year  

Students undertaking the course can expect to develop an understanding of how 

psychological knowledge is generated, developed and applied. This will allow them to 

have a greater understanding of themselves and appreciate the diversity of human 

behavior. The holistic approach reflected in the curriculum, which sees biological, 

cognitive and sociocultural analysis being taught in an integrated way ensures that 

students are able to develop an understanding of what all humans share, as well as 

the immense diversity of influences on human behavior and mental processes. The 

ethical concerns raised by the methodology and application of psychological research 

are also key considerations of the IB psychology course. The International 

Baccalaureate aspect of the course culminates in May when the students take a two–

day SL Psychology external examination. 

IB Physics (SL) – 1 year  

The purpose of the curriculum is to expose students to major scientific themes and 

demonstrate the connections and interactions that exist between the concepts. 

Scientific investigation is a major aspect of the IB internal assessment requirements 

and gives students an opportunity to design controlled experiments, properly analyze 

and present data, and communicate their observations through evaluation and 

conclusion. In addition, students are required to participate in a cross–discipline 

(Group IV) project that requires them to collaborate with all other science students in 

the IB program that is specifically assessed for personal skills and the ability to work 

within a team framework. The International Baccalaureate aspect of the course 

culminates in May (senior year) when the students take a two–day SL Physics external 

examination. 

IB Sports, exercise and health science (HL) – 2 years  

Sports, exercise and health science (SEHS) is an experimental science that combines 

academic study with the acquisition of practical and investigative skills. It is an 

applied science course with aspects of biological and physical science being studied in 

the specific context of sports, exercise and health. Moreover, the subject matter goes 

beyond the traditional science subjects to offer a deeper understanding of the issues 

related to sports, exercise and health in the 21st century. Apart from being worthy of 

study in its own right, SEHS is a good preparation for courses in higher or further 

education related to sports fitness and health, and serves as useful preparation for 

employment in sports and leisure industries. *Note: due to scheduling, this course is 

only available to students in the Sports Technology Program. 

 

*Students must complete two IB level courses; one must be over 2 years. 

 

 *SL denotes a Standard Level course; HL denotes a Higher Level Course 

 


